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Abstract



The effort for Agricultural Development in Japan has continued since 1948. However, a
number of ongoing problems still exists especially an issue related to the administrative
management try to adapt to changes for modern social life style of Japanese farmers.

One particularly issue is an agricultural extension service facing multiple problems, for
example, an extension agent’s role is no longer valid; the competition of natural resources; poor
agricultural policy; a delay caused by slowly adaption to new technology; restrictive resources to
meet farmers’ demand; and government division for agricultural extension loss their competition
to private sector, etc.

Current and future trend for Japanese agricultural development on improving agricultural
extension services has initiated since 2000. Japanese face the major problem of import and
export foods which caused an uncertainty among consumers.

Japanese government announced the plan for Major Revision of Food and Agriculture
with a goal to emphasizing on three areas as follows: first, to improve consumers’ confidence on
food safety; Second, to renovate the structure of agriculture; and Third, to emphasize on a
coexisting of urban and rural lifestyle.

The future directions of Japanese agricultural development focus on an important of
famers’ role as well as a renovation the structure of agriculture and a management of agricultural
sectors, for example, updating laws and regulations to meet the modern agricultural need, and to
support a younger generation to consider career in agriculture because the majority of farmers
reach retirement age. In addition, there is a need for a support to have an agricultural leader who
represents their farmer members, for reconstruction a business plan for agricultural management
for both entrepreneur and incorporations, for sharing role of government and private sectors, for
research and development of new technology for high value agricultural products, and especially
focusing on agricultural education, career, and organization, etc.

In general, Japanese farmers are a member of agricultural cooperation or organizations
(JA). They often receive benefits and supports from central and local governments and private
sectors. These have been a successful model for current Japanese Agriculture as well as in the
past but recently the weakness of famers are the problem. Because Japanese farmers rely
exclusively on their organizations more than trying to face the problem themselves, especially,
problems related to marketing and business management when the agricultural cooperation turns
their roles to be only ‘middle man’ for famers instead of assisting on the whole system of
agricultural knowledge and business plan. In addition, farmers also show stronger trust to private
agricultural extension agents compared to governmental representatives because they are able to
provide up-to-date information that help their farming decision.

The Japanese Agricultural development and administrative management of farmer
organizations has been successful after World War 1l. Japanese farmers have knowledge of
production and product development that meet consumer demand with a strong support from
farmer organization. They often become a tradition farmer by family heritage especially a son will
take over his father’'s farmland. However, the modern idea of becoming a farmer is related to
three words: struggle-dirty-dangerous, and especially the lack of encouragement from
government to promote farming career. This leads to a little interest of the new generation on
continuation of farming in their family. Currently, the majority of agricultural organizations have
only senior members. The Japanese government sees the important of this problem. They then
create programs that support people who want to become a farmer by updating laws and
regulations to fasten the process of becoming a farmer or creating an agricultural organization.
However, this issue is still persist and become a major problem of agricultural development in
Japan.



