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Abstract

Knowledge and Movements of the Urban Poor in Slums: A Comparison Between
Thailand and Korea has revealed 4 aspects as follows: (1) the situations and characteristics
of the urban poor have some common problems, including low quality of life, inaccessibility
to the welfare Services, economical problem, low income, debts, vulnerability for housing,
and forced clearance of settlement; (2) other citizens and the government of both countries
have negative views on the poor, i.e., the Korean view the urban poverty as the obstruction
of modernization, and the Thai view it as the polluted origin, social problems and crimes; (3)
The urban poverty is caused by the economic development of the country. This led to the
unbalanced economic growth between the city and rural areas, so the labor migration to the
city occurs; (4) the movements for the urban poverty consist of two parts: mobilization of the
poor to the restricted areas provided by the state, and strengthening the security in life within
their community. The former solution is claimed to be ineffective procedure due to the de-
contextualization of the problem, while the latter is now practicing in both Thailand and Korea
through the civil society movements.
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