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Seminar Report

Thailand and Japan Cooperation in the Era of the Multicultural Society

Suneerat Neancharoensuk*

Faculty of Liberal Arts, Thammasat University

Abstract

This report provides a summary of an international symposium entitled “Thailand
and Japan Cooperation in the Era of the Multicultural Society” held in Thailand on 19 August
2011. The symposium was co-hosted by the Japanese Studies Program, the Institute of
East Asian Studies, and the Department of Japanese Language, Faculty of Liberal Arts. The
purpose of the symposium was threefold: to present current information about Thailand and
Japan, focusing on the issues of the multicultural society; to provide a forum for scholars,
researchers, students, and participants to exchange points of view concerning Thai and
Japanese cooperation in the era of the multicultural society; and to strengthen academic
networks between Thai and Japanese scholars and researchers through the symposium. The
symposium was attended by 77 participants.

The symposium was divided into 3 sessions. The first session invited lectures from
Rikkyo University, Kanda University of International Studies, and Chulalongkorn University,
focusing on the current situation of the multicultural society in Thailand and Japan. The
second session was a brief talk on the possibility of academic cooperation between Tohoku
University and Thammasat University, followed by a special talk on Theravada vs. Zen
Buddhism: Model-dependent Realities. The last session comprised the presentations of six graduate

students in the Japanese Studies Program, Faculty of Liberal Arts, Thammasat University.

Keywords: multicultural society, academic cooperation, exchanging points of view
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