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Research Paper

A Study of Kanji Learning Strategies Used
by Upper Secondary-School Students

Chanantorn Rungtanyanititorn*

Graduate School of Japanese Studies, Thammasat University

Abstract

This study attempts to examine Kanji learning strategies used by the upper secondary-
school students (Matthayom Suksa 6) by comparing the use of Kanji learning strategies within
4 groups of experiments; namely, the excellent group, the good group, the fair group, and the
poor group. The experiments of this study were 390 Matthayom Suksa 6 students majoring
in the Arts-Japanese program. The research tools used in this study were 1) a Kanji test,
2) 31 items from the Kanji learning strategy questionnaire and 3) a follow-up interview. These
experiments were categorized into 4 groups according to the Kanji test scores. The results
showed that when unable to read or write Kanji letters, asking friends or teachers was the
most frequent strategy employed by the experiments (X = 3.11). Furthermore, the excellent
group used Kanji learning strategies more frequently than the other groups did (X = 2.63, the
good group X = 2.33, the fair group X = 2.20, and the poor group X =1.92). In addition,
the experiments that succeeded in learning Kanji, in the excellent group and the good group,
tended to use strategies through which they could acquire all Kanji information through sound,
shape, meaning, and syntactic level together, while the unsuccessful Kanji learning experi-
ments, in the fair group and the poor group, tended to use strategies which allowed them to
acquire only the shape of the Kanji.

The findings suggested that in order to improve the ability in learning Kanji,
teachers should introduce appropriate learning methods for students, such as suggesting that
they practice writing new Kanji more frequently, writing Furigana (reading Kanji sound) at
the side or on the top of unfamiliar kanji until they can remember them, and training them
to notice where the Kanji were written in the contexts. Also, student are encouraged to
consider the importance of learning information about Kanji by developing Kanji exercises

and teaching materials.

Keywords: Kanji learning strategies, acquisition of Kanji, frequency of using kanji learning

strategies, Japanese upper secondary-school students
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Table 1 The Number of experiments

Number of
Group .

experiments
Excellent (80-100%) 148
Good (65-79%) 72
Fair (50-64%) 60
Poor (0-49%) 110
Total 390
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language proficiency test; level 3 aaugdl 1998
udall 2008) U 60 Vo
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SPSS
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adanldlunmsiinnzvidoya

uaziilodszananarillsunsy spss vzueAndy
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Table 2 Top 5 most frequently used Kanji

learning strategies

>

Kanji learning strategies SD

When I can’t write or read | 3.11|.876
kanji, I’ll ask my friend

or Japanese teacher

I remember a new kanji by | 2.79 | .912

writing it repeatedly

I write the reading of 2.79 | 1.042
unfamiliar kanji at the side or

on the top of kanji

When I see an unfamiliar 2.71 | .979
kanji, Il guess its meaning

by looking at context

I remember a new kanji by | 2.69 | .848

looking at its shape

63
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Table 3 The average use of dividing kanji’s
components strategy
No. Strategy X SD
16 I remember kanji by|2.22 |.955

dividing components,

R

for example:

SN

dodunmualiioAanumanguaiodia
U 18 AUNLINNNGUAIE 15 AUABUI
wnelFnadtil Aniflusesas 83.3 Madnguiiodis
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AU le
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Table 4 Kanji background information of
4 groups of experiments
(%)
Kanji
Excel-
Background Good | Fair | Poor
lent

information
Have you ever | Yes 2.0 4.2 1.7 -
studied in

No 94.5 94.4 | 98.3 | 100
Japan?
Have you ever | Yes 35.1 47.2 | 45.0 | 26.4
studied

No 64.2 52.8 | 55.0 | 73.6
Chinese?
Do you study | Yes 70.3 51.4 40 | 37.3
Japanese at

No 29.7 47.2 | 60.0 | 62.7
cram school?
Do you like Yes 63.5 41.7 | 18.3 | 7.3
Kanji? No 35.8 56.9 | 81.7 | 92.7
Do you have | Yes 59.5 54.2 | 46.7 | 34.5
a Kanji

No 37.2 44.4 | 51.7 | 64.5
dictionary?

nnenatadunuh A linelldnm
falsemadhlumnniidovaz o5 ilWiladodm
Yszaunsaidnnilsemadiuliiinadoni
ansolumaGousuddimiuanided e

Ansandeyamadouirunmdilu anuvou
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ABsuBvufiunnndiu Sovaz 70.3 ngud
fowas 51.4 nguwely Sevaz 40 nguadTsuly
Yownz 37.3 nquAlBouveuAud Sovaz 63.5
nqud Sovaz 41.7 nquweld Sevas 18.3 nguAII
Usinlga devas 7.3 nquABeudinanynumid
fowaz 59.5 NGUA Fouar 54.2 nquWelY Souas
46.7 nguaslsuly Sewvas 34.5) Tedudivgu
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q
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Table 5 The average of Kanji learning

strategies used by 4 groups

Group X

Excellent 2.63
Good 2.33
Fair 2.20
Poor 1.92
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msfouduiezganingudu g demsiinguiiboy
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Table 6 Top 5 Kanji learning strategies

used by each group

Excellent group X

1. When I can’t write or read kanji, | 3.34
I’ll ask my friend or teacher

2. I write the reading of unfamiliar | 3.24
kanji at the side or on the top of kanji

3. When I see an unfamiliar kanji, 3.17
I’1l guess its meaning by looking
at context

4. I remember a new kanji by writing | 3.07
it repeatedly

5. I try to find the difference between | 3.07
kanji that looks familiar

Good group X

1. When I can’t write or read kanji, | 3.18
P’ll ask my friend or teacher

2. I remember a new kanji by writing | 3.14
it repeatedly

3. When I see an unfamiliar kanji, | 2.83
I’1l guess its meaning by looking
at context

4. I remember a new kanji as a 2.81
compound word (jukugo)

5. I remember a new kanji by looking | 2.79
at its shape

66

vnmnanudsaduiiialy s Ussidudail

1. nadtamngviariowiies nivdodiou
Al unadsiyangudroililunnuie
figa onnanldhdGeuriaiseufnmasulmg
finnumaniteannhdaeussiinnudifnady
fudifluednad udmsamiioulunmd gl
mzldmasusiaGiniimamaaeudisdlies
azouliiviuingGeudilvgseuSsunuiuuy

Nawiu

Fair group X

1. When I can’t write or read kanji, | 3.25
P’ll ask my friend or teacher

2. I write the reading of unfamiliar | 2.98
kanji at the side or on the top of kanji

3. I remember a new kanji by writing | 2.78
it repeatedly

4. I remember a new kanji by looking | 2.68
at its shape

5. I remember where the new kanji is | 2.57
located on the page or where
I first saw it

Poor group X

1. When I can’t write or read kanji, | 2.66
P’ll ask my friend or teacher

2. I remember a new kanji by looking | 2.29
at its shape

3. I remember where the new kanji is | 2.23
located on the page or where
I first saw it

4. I try to find the difference between | 2.22
kanji that looks familiar

5. I remember a new kanji by writing | 2.20
it repeatedly

3/21/12 8:54 AM



58-69.indd 67

®

ms@Anvinaddmsi3eududveoinidsudulssudnunoulans

guryniss sosrylisssnd

'
A

2. WoRinsanammasMslEnaIsmsiseu

1IN

e

fi
<
wiludszan ae mmmaumﬂwhﬂmﬁ

U

Y
i

(2

Eh
5 ﬂhﬂﬂiuﬂﬁlﬂﬂﬂhﬁﬂﬂﬁi 3 'I/Nﬁllﬂ ‘Umu

2 fceg

A

@orfudiegaundsuoanguduq wui naisig
AmmagiAuni 3 Tiunufesasnudiay (ngu
Anu 2 nadT nquweldny 1 nadT wazhinuly
nqumslliuly) Seaplinguillénadsaaiou
fidluanuiguslizauanudisalumadeu
fmnnnhnguiilénadsmssousudluanuie
MNANVUANAIIYDIAIRAIAINET
FutingldinguadoudlamGousiiidos
Anumagiluoadasnus iFeeeiu aumng uag
mah Wl luszainlselon wazhiinadsnsGou
fudlafidfiqga elilFnaislanadinilaluam
wasquiisddTidey udldnadtinainnarouas
mi"uﬁmﬂ'j"m@:ué’qazmﬁ'uq uenNNiisudu
AMurouAUd maBoufitrummdijuiiganiibn
3 nquendanalinduAdoniiusagalaluniam
nadtdIhAud vieliiimehiduiivainva
nNguaA nquwald uasnguadslsuly

3. Weafiasaanyazn1IBeuivoya

AURZWLI NAITMIFEUALANNgUAIBEN1E il

=y

AGouldanuinidudsses (na3Towngrie

LY
'
=

iowiles o lountdlild uaznaitlamen
Miadmuiavieduuuuesnidn lidu) dunim
WINoUaATIFAUY  (nadTldmAniviseveny
duq southaiioriomamanumng) aneaau
Fugvesdud (nadfidsuduien sy
N TAUNAANVUANANTZHINAUITAG19)
ATLNG 4 @
dmsungudlddonl¥naismaisouna
fideliGoudasuma 4 Mumudersunguriiu
ol fio dudess i (nadsmwagrieriiowio
gvisoweundlild) duanumnenuduis

= N é’ ' 74
URNAYNINNIT 3 w"lﬂ neA NN

67

THAus (nadtl¥maniinaedennuou q seudng
Wiotrsmamanue uaznais hisiaudifi
Fdea 9 usazsuslusdane) Mugvesdinud
(N ¥ ousidan lsanuaznaisssuddalng
nnglie) uduandwInngudidoniEesnnud
fignn

dwmsunguweld l¥na3imaBeunud
fivaelildanng o dwde dudsau (nads
ownagndefieuiiosuviodouduililduas
naddlameuaud audansosuuuveIAld
ﬁ1ﬁﬁ'u) Aufuglueednys (N EdpuRUAa
Tghan nadshiauadalninnglhauaznaids
Sraouinnudusudfundausn) wuRerty
nquaslinlpildnaismateumdiniumnms
JvednyIne 4 nadT (na3TIAUTIMINNIN
59 nadihaodiinususdnudiuaiausn
nadtdunanIuLANANIENINALITind Ay
nadEWouAudan lan) Senanlédnmslinads
mssusudihildsudoyansuna 4 duesdana
WiSoulidszauanudiSalumaounis

nnmaSsuieunmslinadtmaBeunid
woa 4 nandedu Tddedunadn mndangud
Wouuazngualieglunguazuuugs uasiangu
wolduasnguainlsulgalrioglunduasiumaz
Wi wingudBeunasngudeslFnaitaung
viiaieudesuvieouaudlildflusudui 1
FufuitFouiiendoufion wins 2 nquiles
T¥nadTauq ﬁéﬁaaclﬁﬂﬂﬁwgﬂmmé'ﬂm GRAGRRN
anunineg  uazmslEauidluszaulszlonniug

Tée uonnnil anvaznadsnnguazuuugald

wiinmsilndy (nadsms@ouridanllann) ms
atUNn (A3t lameuAlIMUTNaHIaMULY
voamafhidu uaznadtlisisudifludaifenq
ugvzdumani) uas miﬂmmﬂm (Tl

o A

fin Wﬁ‘ﬂﬁﬂ‘llﬂﬂ’.ﬂllﬂu 9 ifJ‘]J“U'NI,WE]GB'JEJﬂ'W]m'I

3/21/12 8:54 AM



58-69.indd 68

®

o1sansrgdudnu

Japanese Studies Journal

ANUNINY  UaZNAIBAUNAANIVUANAITZHIN
Audindedu) luanuigeniinguwelfuasnguais
Usulpedesanu doRinsandnyaznaitingy
azuuuaa 2 nguldesdiui dawdfldnaii
ownagndefiouiiosuviodoududluldiiu
Sududl 1 wuRedunguasiuugs uanadtns
FoumAdaudsudui 2 Sedudud 5 Hunaii

v A v

nfumsiesduRmIzgluednys (NaITINAUTMN
TminngUiauasnadthiaoiinuiuaidd
asausn) Aumsilney (nadimsd@ousudanly
su) Feflsundsamninguazuuugs uaglid
nadtiflnmsAninne@asudy 1 lu 5 3e019
HusmaiinguwelFuaznguansuiulgalinlssay
anudidlumsouduiniiians diosnndug
Founauilszmaihildldauslumsdeas il
Apviilomanufiunu@muanuiiensq uonsalig
Goummdnlu udnguasuuumndul¥naizng
Fouduininfugluossnuannaidoyariidu
duq 9 NABNAAM Mg IMAzN AT
donuiifnuiiuidfunsisn Snnal¥naiins
Fousudluaumidsitiosniinguasiuugs 019
waliduAuAldie vennnilnguazuuumsing
nsflndadnnsd Fafhuinueddalumaou

mlinadsunuadluuiunlvg viewuaud

'
N o 1%

NonyUzAd1gAaINUIZIIANNYINY 1dee1u ]
16 aaemavliansousnuszldnaudaimneg
nazllnisunla

68

6. vorauanuzinatiuuudImanisSay
MIAOUAUD

NAKHANTIYAzUN MInaNMIGe
audlilszauanudisainiudesdldnaitnig
Gouoduminane wazdoadouiteyavosnud
wagudesew anuvng jlvessnusuaznslilu
szaulszlonliinsunia 4

HaouiamsmzintmsGouiimmnszedy
fuBouio Wi Fouanindouidoaeald
wu Wiln@esududlmis hlsnnunniuniiiiag
viteliigvesdnusld wushlimiudoudos

]
v aa

grunmuuursedudInLINgs idungaun

o

viudeseuld viedlWGoudunauazinnzd
MNavdguulEnuusunuuulamsnaziininny
nneaudsazm s 1 lussauilssloanalils

Flhudy wenaatigansaauuuiniiandaasy

ol

WiFsuaszminfannudayveanisiseuivoya

4 MuuRINUNNgUABEULazNguATY

3/21/12 8:54 AM



58-69.indd 69

®

ms@Anvnaddmsi3eududveoinidsudulssudnunoulans

guryniss sosrylisssnd

References

Articles

Francesca, V. (2007). Firipinjin nihongo
gakushuusha to kyoushi no kanji-
gakushuu ni Taisuru biriifu to sutoratejii
shiyou — kanjikyouiku no kaizen no tame
ni. Nihongo bunka kenkyuukai ronshuu,
(3), pp. 141-168. (in Japanese)

Kanou, C. (2001). Gaikokujin gakushuusha
ni yoru kanji no jyoohouu shori katei
ni tsuite —Kanji shori ginou no sokutei
hyouka ni mukete -. Bungei gengo
kenkyuu gengohen, (39), pp. 45-60.
(in Japanese)

Ookita, Y. (1995). Kanji Learning Strategies
and Student Beliefs on Kanji Learning.
Japanese-Language Education around the
Globe, (5), pp. 105-124. (in Japanese)

Takagi, H. (1995). Study of Kanji

Pattern Recognition and Kanji Acquisi-

tion among Non-Kanji Area Students.

Japanese-Language Education around the

Globe, (5), pp. 125-138. (in Japanese)

69

Tollini, A. (1992). A Consideration on Teach-
ing Kanji at the Introductory Level to
Non-Kanji Area Students. Japanese-
Language Education around the Globe,
(2), pp. 65-76. (in Japanese)

Book

Oxford, R. L. (1990). Language learning stra
tegies: What every teacher should know.
Boston: Heinle.

Thesis

Somchai, C. (2008). Taijin nihongo gakushu-
usha no Kanji gakushuu ni taisuru
biriifu to sutoratejii shiyou. Shuushikatei,
faculty of Arts Chulalongkorn Univer-
sity. Bangkok. (in Japanese)

Internet

Japan foundation. (2009). Survey Report on
Japanese-Language Education Abroad
2009: Present Condition of Overseas
Japanese-Language Education (Sum-
mary). Retrieved August 3, 2011, from
www.jpf.go.jp/e/japanese/survey /result/

index.html

3/21/12 8:54 AM



