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The Changing Face of Japanese Language Education:
Application of ICT to Material Design and Teaching Methodology

Yoshiko Kawamura
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Abstract

This paper reports on the development of Japanese language teaching material based
on applications of ICT, and a teaching methodology that leads to self-directed learning.
However, unlike material designed for a general commercial market, the material and methodology
reported on here are aimed specifically at foreign care works. This could be referred to
as JSP, Japanese for Specific Purposes. Foreign care workers who come to Japan as part of
EPA (economic partnership agreement) are tasked with successful completion of the national
certificate examination within four years after they begin working at Japanese care facilities.
In order to meet this requirement, experts in the field point to the need for specifically
designed study material and an effective method of teaching. The Web based Tutor Dictionary
has recently incorporated a multilingual mini-dictionary containing lexical items specific to
the care worker industry as part of this need. The new tool was introduced on the Web in
2010 (http://chuta.jp/). As the next step, the developers of Reading Tutor have undertaken
efforts to build a series of educational material specifically for care workers studying for the
national examination.

This paper will explain the nature of the Web based tools used to develop this material
and the steps taken to develop appropriate material for care workers. This explanation will
be followed by suggestions for changes in teaching methodology to complement the use of
material. It is the sincere wish of the developers that both the Web based tools and teaching
methodology introduced here will positively affect Japanese language education in general,

and more specifically, Japanese for specific purpose education.

Keywords: materials development ##f5f%&, lexical frequency L5,
rate of lexical coverage /73—, education for specific purposes EiFA%(F,
care worker national certificate examination /& #k T [E 5 5
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