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Abstract

A large number of words from foreign languages have been integrated into the
Japanese language. These are called loanwords or “Gairaigo” in Japanese. Loanwords in
Japanese may help students of the Japanese language build their vocabulary quickly from
the use of these familiar words from other languages. On the other hand, they can also be
a hindrance to learning Japanese, especially when the pronunciation of these “Japanized”
loanwords is different from the original pronunciation: e.g. rush hour = rasshuawaa, vocabulary
= bokyaburarii, mansion = manshon. This paper outlines the results of an experimental study
on the effectiveness of shadowing techniques for improving the pronunciation of Japanized
loanwords among Thai students. The experiment was measured with a dictation test and oral
reading test before and after using the shadowing techniques. The subjects of the experiment
were also requested to self-monitor their progress during their shadowing training. The
self-monitoring result indicated that students tended to use the original pronunciation
instead of Japanese pronunciation in the following cases: (1) the loanwords with root from or
integrated in Thai language (native language), (2) the loanword whose Japanese pronunciation
was not known and (3) when the immediate interaction was required. From this study, we
recommend that language learners be taught pronunciation rules for Japanese loanwords along

with shadowing training.

Keywords: Shadowing techniques, Listening and speaking skills, Dictation test, Oral reading
test
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