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Research Paper

On the Use of Japanese Particles

Showing Location ‘ni’ and ‘de’ of Thai Learners

Somkiat Chawengkijwanich*

Faculty of Liberal Arts, Thammasat University

Abstract

This paper aims to discover the problems for Thai learners on the use of the Japanese
particles ‘ni’ and ‘de’ showing location. The findings are as follows:

1) Thai learners firstly tend to choose the particle by taking notice of the verb used
in the sentence. If they are familiar with the verb and can memorize the particle used with
the verb, i.e. memorize the whole structure as a unit (such as ‘N-ni N-ga aru’), they tend
to use the particle as they have memorized it. If not, and there is any word showing position
(e.g., Ue (above)), they tend to use the particle ‘ni’, not ‘de’.

2) Using particles correctly or not depends on each verb. In the case of a verb like
‘sumu’ (stay), the learners may memorize that the verb must be used with the particle ‘ni’,
but in the case of ‘aru’ in ‘jiko-ga aru’ (have an accident) or ‘wasureru’ (forget), the per-
centage of correct answers are comparatively low. Maybe the learners cannot understand the
meaning of these verbs correctly and because of the influences of their mother tongue.

3)In the case of complex sentences, or when some words are used between the
nouns before the particles and the verb of movement, some learners cannot use the particles

correctly.

Keywords: Japanese particles ‘ni’ and ‘de’ showing location, Thai learners of Japanese,

memorize the whole structure as a unit

* Corresponding author e-mail: kiaki@hotmail.com
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