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Research Paper

Nationalist Ideology of Thai University Students and
the Boycott of Japanese Products B.E. 2515

Atcharaporn Sanartid*

Faculty of Liberal Arts, Thammasat University

Abstract

This research article aims to study nationalism in Thai students involved in the boycott
of Japanese products in November B.E. 2515. This boycott movement was led by the National
Student Center, headed by their leader Therayuth Boonmee, and was an anti-Japanese products,
support Thai products campaign. This article will study why the students chose ‘anti-Japanese
products’ as their target for this campaign. It appears to be in response to the ‘Campaign for
Japanese products’ —part of the Thai government’s economic policies, which are not effective
in resolving the problem of trade imbalance between Thailand and Japan. The strength of the
students’ nationalism has helped to promote a sense of nationalism in the Thai people and

the mass media and thus gain support for the campaign.

Keywords: A boycott of Japanese goods

* Corresponding author e-mail: glamorousbuild@gmail.com
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