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Abstract

The cultural dimension played a crucial role in the Thai-Japanese relationships after
the political transformation in 1932. This could be observed through the significant increase
of Thai students who went to further their studies in Japan. As a response to the Japaneses-
product boycott by the Chinese, Japanese private companies attempted to restrict the roles of
Chinese merchants in the Thai-Japanese trade networks and shifted their interest to building
support for Thai human resources. Concomitantly, Thai middle class people expressed their
interests in freelance business. However, due to the country’s superseded education, particu-
larly in the fields of engineering, commerce and accountancy, seeking higher education in
Japan, which costs less than in western countries, became an appropriate option. Regardless,
the Japanese Government did not pay much attention to this issue during this timeframe.
Therefore, the cultural activities in this initial stage were primarily engendered by the en-
thusiasm of the Japanese ambassadors posted at Bangkok with support from Japanese private
companies. It was not until the Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs formulated its cultural
policies towards Thailand at the end of 1938 that the Center for the Thai-Japanese Culture
Studies was established. This Center was to implement the cultural activities between the two
countries as part of the preparation for marching towards the Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity

Sphere during wartime.

Keywords: Thai-Japanese relationships, Thai students in Japan, Japanese language teaching
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flan:  William L. Swan, Japanese economic activity in Siam from the 1890’s until the outbreak of the

Pacitic War (Centre for South East Asian Studies, 1986), p. 44.
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