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Abstract

This paper focuses on studying the motivation and attitudes of students at Kasetsart
University (KU) towards learning Japanese and Chinese languages. Furthermore, this paper
examined the language learning situations of these KU students in order to determine whether
they have changed and, if so, how.

The main methodology was a questionnaire combined with document research. Target
participants were students majoring in Japanese or Chinese as well as those who were
interested in or were taking Japanese/Chinese courses at KU, Bangkhen Campus.

The results showed that students’ first and second motivations for studying Japanese
were: 1. liking and interest in Japanese culture, and 2. availability of jobs and high salaries.
On the other hand, students’ first and second motivations ranked by students studying
Chinese were: 1. the economic expansion of China, which is expected to be a superpower
in the future, and 2. liking and interest in Chinese culture. For students’ attitudes towards
learning Japanese and Chinese, the results showed that more than 95% of targeted students
studied Japanese and Chinese for the same reasons as those listed for motivation.

In addition, using an analytical research of documents from 2006 to present, it was
concluded that Chinese education in Thailand has expanded exponentially, especially in the
number of learners. This significant change can be seen where KU registration in 2012 showed
that the number of students who took Chinese courses was 40% more than that of Japanese
courses. As for the number of teachers at KU, the Chinese Section consists of 10 permanent
Thai lecturers, three more than the Japanese Section, which was established nearly 20 years
before the Chinese Section. Additionally, the Confucius Institute at Kasetsart University was
established under the policy of disseminating Chinese language and culture. Evidently, this is
one factor that has promoted the trend of Chinese language education in Thailand.
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