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Abstract

This is a report on “Thai language and cultural studies programs” organized by the
Japanese Studies Program, Institute of East Asian Studies, in collaboration with the Depart-
ment of Japanese, Faculty of Liberal Arts, Thammasat University and partner universities in
Japan. The program for Aoyama Gakuin University students was carried out from 8-22 August,
2012 and the program for Rikkyo University students was carried out from 30 August to 12
September, 2012. The main goals of the program were: 1) to learn about Thai language and
culture and practice the knowledge in real-life situations; 2) to develop intercultural awareness
by living with Thai students in campus dormitories. Presentations by the participants were
arranged at the end of the program. As a result, the participants found the program fruitful and
that it helped to deepen understanding about Thai culture and establish a mutually-beneficial

friendship between Japanese and Thai students.

Keywords: Thai language and culture, intercultural awareness, mutually-beneficial friendship
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