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Japan and Educational Development and

Promotion of Educational Equity in Cambodia

Ampa Kaewkumkong*

Institute of East Asian Studies, Thammasat University

Japan has shown great determination in assisting Cambodia in every aspect in or-
der to enhance Cambodians’ quality of life. With regard to the education sector, Cambodia
has suffered terribly from both revolution and war. Cambodia’s education system has been
completely destroyed by these circumstances. For this reason, Japan has been supporting
educational development in Cambodia through the Japan International Cooperation Agency
(JICA), and by working together with partners such as international organizations, and NGOs.
As education is a vital mechanism for social and economic development, Japan has provided
grants and technical cooperation to Cambodia for various educational development activities.
In particular, Japan has been playing a key role in supporting basic educational expansion and
access to basic education for Cambodian youth in order to reduce the inequality of education
caused by gender discrimination. Thus, Japan is a significant partner that brings hope for a
better quality of life to Cambodian people by assisting Cambodia in enhancing its educational

system, which may lead to sustainable development.
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2 Sitha Chhinh. Japan Effect of Pupil Factor on Mathematics Achievement in Cambodian Urban Primary

School. Asia Pacific Education Review 2003, Vol. 4, No. 2, 151-160.
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