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Abstract

This article aims to study Japan’s motivation for promoting Japanese cartoons overseas
and their method of promotion. It is a documentary research emphasizing descriptive analysis,
and is based on books and academic articles from both Thai and foreign journals. The data
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obtained were then analyzed under the framework “soft power,” “creative economy,” and “the
content business.”

The results of the research show that the government sector of Japan considered that
the selling of cartoons, a product which is a kind of “soft power,” and expanding them in
the overseas markets through cartoon production companies and publishing companies, can
make a satisfactory profit. Japan issued a “Cool Japan” strategy for promoting cartoons more
strongly by coordinating with public relations in the government and private sectors. Both
sectors arranged many PR projects, such as exhibitions, events, tourism campaigns, websites,
and cartoon cosplay.

Regarding personnel training, both the government sector and the private sector had
important roles in building human capital in the cartoon circle by developing cartoon training
courses; and regarding research and intellectual management, the government sector played an
important role in preparing a digital archive database and center of excellence (COE), and
establishing a museum, by coordinating with the private sector as well. Moreover, the govern-
ment sector had the most important role in diplomacy, such as the assignment of Doraemon
as Japan’s “anime ambassador” and creating the International MANGA Award.

Keywords: cartoons, soft power, economic interests, “Cool Japan”

* Corresponding author e-mail: hikawasa@hotmail.com

! Cosplay (=A~7Lkosupure), short for ‘costume play,” is a type of performance art in which participants
don costumes and accessories to represent a specific character or idea. Cosplayers often interact to create a
subculture centred around role play. A broader use of the term "cosplay” applies to any costumed role play in

venues apart from the stage, regardless of the cultural context (source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cosplay).
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