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Abstract

This study investigates the pronunciation patterns of A in Japanese by Thai learners
as well as identifies the factors contributing to pronunciation errors. The results show that the
participants can be divided into 2 groups, those without assimilation and those with assimila-
tion. Among the latter group, some produced only [n] or [n], while others produced [m], [n]
and [n]. In addition, the results show that A is pronounced as [m] only when preceding labial
segments, in contrast to [n] and [n], which can occur in front of all segments. It is proposed
that the factors contributing to the errors are language transference and the markedness of

[m].
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PNMITANTIVNHIANN G WU WULFSS [t] A9
¥ouaz 99.8 YBINMHINA5I Diflan 11910
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Wouduides [1] @ee [x] Seaenfludssimlan
e

Tumssussuudeaniides uenain
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FunasndyruzriiglunividinguuediSou
FIYAUIN  WANITNAADINLIT NITOONLTEN
WIYPUFoUILNONTIANNYNADANBYININTE
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(Adaped from Ioup and Weinberger 1987)

Figure 1 Interlanguage
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Figure 2 Pronunciation of /N/
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Figure 3 Pronunciation of /N/
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Figure 4 Pronunciation of /N/
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Figure 5 Pronunciation of /N/
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Figure 6 Pronunciation of /N/
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Figure 9 Pronunciation of /N/: Subjects 12
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#FE wunimsesntdes A fhwdes [m], [n]
w o . BAES “ o«
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latha udfdenilafivumiiousuludiiisiunms
naaeanAY Ao 1de3 [m] wnngdiedides
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annsadnngldlunndanadendizifiuldnn
fASpuas veaNsoenides A lu?}mmﬁ'amhm
voarfidaunInaanaia 15 AU asuaadly

~
NN 10
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Figure 10 Pronunciation of /N/: All subjects
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