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Five Decades of Mekong basin regime; from Mekong
Committee to Mekong River Commission (1957-2007):

A retrospect

Wiraphong Panyathanakhun

Abstract

Mekong River Commission is the main and most important international
river regime in the Mekong basin. The aim of this study is to promote the
cooperation among the four lower Mekong basin countries on the development
and management of the Mekong. Until now its history can be drawn back more
than 50 years from its very beginning. This article examines the organizational
development of Mekong basin river regime over the last five decades since its
foundation as the Mekong Committee in 1957 until 2007 when the Mekong
basin regime was under Mekong River Commission formed on 5 April 1995.
The presentation is divided into three periods over the length of its existence:
1) Mekong Committee (1957-1977) 2) Interim Mekong Committee (1978-
1994) 3) Mekong River Commission (1995-2007). The article also describes
the status, structure, roles and outcomes of the regimes in each period together
with the agreements under them without neglecting embedded regional political

circumstances that effected on their performances and evolutions.

Keywords : Mekong Committee, Interim Mekong Committee, Mekong River

Commission, Mekong basin regime
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