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Civic Religion of Thai Muslim Cyber Space Society

Patchrathanyarasm Salamat

Abstract

In the wake of digital world era, cyber space is one main popular
channel in dispersing ideology, identity and social interaction. This information
technology is also quite popular among educated Thai Muslims who make use
of the cyber world in producing their own space in contributing and
propagating mutual understanding both within the Muslim communities and the
Thai society as a whole through various types of website and webblog. The
research question of this article is thus limited only to how Thai Muslims
“civic” use cyber space in creating mutual understanding to narrow down
differences and how they live their life as “Muslim” in “Thai” society context.
Under “Civil Islam” or “Islam Hadhari” conceptual framework which is an
Islamic civil society that base on diversity and multi-society both in term of
religion and way of life, the study conducted during November 2008 - April
2009 found that most of Muslim cyber societies are about learning and
educating religious aspect of Islam. In general, their civic religion is focus on
the Ummah or fraternity of the believers. Moreover, as “civics” who born in
“Thailand” and are also the faithful of “Islam,” their views that appeared in the
cyber world did not show any hatred nor enmity to the “Thainess” but rather
shown negative views and reactions toward the administrative and power
abusing of “Thai state” authorities especially to those Muslim “brotherhood” in
three southern provinces. Their only request as “minority” who has been treated

as “second-class civic” is thus mainly for “justice” only.

Keywords: Civic Religion, Civil Islam, Thai Muslim, Fraternity, Cyber Space
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