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Abstract

The objectives of this article are: firstly, to analyze what President Syngman Rhee
that ruled South Korea during 1948 to 1960 had done in which they were against the
democratic rule and made his government to be authoritarian; and secondly, to analyze
factors that contributed the Syngman Rhee administration to be like that. The findings are
that President Rhee consolidated and maintained his political power through employing
illegal measures to amend constitution to hold political office without limited terms,
interpreting the security law in a way that accordance with the interest of the political
leader and the ruling party, using military and police as the political arm to suppress
opposition politicians and people, and ensuring the winning outcome of ruling party by
election rigging. For factors contributing President Rhee to be authoritarian are: South
Korea’s situations after the establishment; conflict between two Koreas and Korean War;
the roles of the United States military; influences of Confucian; Korean political culture; and

President Rhee’s personality.
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