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Models for Explanation on Nuclear Weapons Proliferation: Some Suggestions
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Abstract

Many scholars have developed models to explain why states go nuclear. Among these models,
national security imperative or model that viewed states pursue nuclear weapons in order to defend
themselves from their rival states has been frequently employed in several studies. The national security
model is based on the realists’ tenet that each state must protect itself due to a state of anarchy of
international politics. But, after investigating China and India’s motivations to develop nuclear weapons,
the study finds that other factors—for example domestics, scientist’s role and national pride—contribute to
explain why China and India searched for atomic bombs. When studying nuclear weapons proliferation,
therefore, other models should be taken into consideration, because each country has different

background—including economic, political and social environments.

Key words: nuclear weapons proliferation, models of nuclear proliferation, China, India
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