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Stucco of “XIYOUJI” in Wat Bowonniwet Vihara

Surasit Amornwanitsak

Abstract

XIYOUJI is one of the well-known novels in the canon of Chinese literature, which
has endured in popularity in Thailand. The story has been depicted in various forms of art
e.g. paintings, illustrations, in several Chinese shrines, and Thai temples.

This study shows that around the stupa is established eight stucco reliefs
recounting episodes in XIYOUJI: i) Wukong'’s journey to the Underworld, ii) Wukong’s battle
with Erlangshen, iii)Wukong’s battle with the Dragon, iv) Wukong’s conquest of Zhu Bajie,
v) Wukong'’s conquest of the demon of Liusha River, vi) Guanyin turning of the Dragon into
the Horse carriage for Tang Sanzang, vii) Wukong'’s conquest of Dujiaoshi Dawang, viii) the
pilgrims crossing of the river on the turtle-back. These reliefs have been arranged following
the sequence in the novel.

The way the story is recounted through stucco reliefs in Wat Bowonniwet Vihara is
quite similar to those illustrated elsewhere. Like in the novel, the story focuses on the main
character, Wukong, and the monk’s pilgrimage to India, in which Wukong is acting as a
guard to protect them and fight against demons and evil spirits. Another important
implication that can be drawn from this study is that XIYOUJI is perceived more as a fairy

tale than historical religious literature.

Keywords : XIYOUJI, stucco reliefs, Wat Bowonniwet Vihara, Chinese art
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