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The Theory of Restricted Territorial Sovereignty and Trans-boundary problems in case of

China’s Dams on Mekong River

Watunyu Jaiborisudhi
Abstract

The Treaty of Westphalia in giving recognition to these kinds of Sovereignty is no
longer theoretically or empirically serviceable in the face of Globalization of trans-boundary
and non-traditional security problems. Since the end of cold war period, trans-boundary
and non-traditional security challenges have become the source of growing concern

around the world.

In case of trans-boundary problems on the Mekong River, a critical shared
resource between China and Southeast Asian countries, Myanmar, Laos, Thailand,
Cambodia and Vietnam. Over 80 million people in Greater Mekong sub-region are depend
on the river for their livelihoods, but recent large-scale resource development, especially in

case of China’s dams development, it serious impact within the Mekong river basin.

Therefore, the concept of Westphalia's Sovereignty and Theory of Territorial
Sovereignty contributed to the contemporary debate on trans-boundary and non-traditional
security problems. If the World Order still adhere to the traditional Sovereignty, the conflict
resolution may unable to solving the trans-boundary and non-traditional security problems

as a case of China’s Dams on Mekong River.

Keywords: Theory of Restricted Territorial Sovereignty, Trans-boundary problems,

China’s Dams on Mekong River
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