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Sociocultural Attitudes of Cambodian people in Thailand toward Thai-Cambodian Relations

Ampa Kaewkumkong

Abstract

The purposes of this research were 1) To study sociocultural attitudes of
Cambodian people in Thailand toward the Thai-Cambodian relationships, and 2) To
propose the guidelines for promotion of mutual understanding regarding the sociocultural
attitudes between The Thais and Cambodians. The data were gathered from a group of
Cambodian employees, merchants and businessmen, students and labors currently reside
in Thailand through 400 questionnaires and 5-depth interviews. Both guantitative and
qualitative approaches were employed for the analysis. The obtained data were analyzed
by using frequencies, percentage, means, standard deviations, content analysis, T-test,

and One way ANOVA.

The research results showed that most of the samples had positive attitudes
toward Thai-Cambodian relationship. Others showed passive and negative attitudes
respectively. Although both of them might consider being less percentage, somehow it can

affect the relationship between these two countries.

With regards to the positive attitudes, attributable factors include the relationship
in religious belief; the educational background; and the custom, tradition and dressing
style of preference. It is noticeable that the passive attitudes which are the Thai’s habit and
social value, the acts of Thai toward the Cambodians as these could be developed into
negative attitudes in the future. While the negative attitudes were the historical background

and the conflict between Thailand and Cambodia toward Prasat Preah Vihear issue.

The results of comparison of the attitudes of Cambodian people living in Thailand,
it is found that Cambodian people categorized by age, occupation, education level,

income per month, and residental period have different attitudes towards the Thai-



Cambodian relationships with statistically significance at .05 level. On the other hand, the
Cambodian do not have much differences in attitudes in terms of sex and having Thai

relatives.

In addition to this, we proposed here a guideline for promotion of mutual
understanding between the people of these two countries. This would lead to support the
future development and collaboration between Thailand and Cambodia in various aspects.
These are collaboration in terms of education and language; culture; history, humanity; the
border-trade relationship and the People to People diplomacy, includes the concerning of

image and global standard level of Thai commodities for exportation.

Keyword: Attitude, Sociocultural, Relation, Thailand, Cambodia
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