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Message from the Director

The Institute of East Asian Studies (IEAS) at Thammasat University, under the patronage of Her Royal Highness
Princess, Mahachakri Sirindhorn, was founded in 1981 and has grown from a single-purpose Japanese studies center within
Thammasat University, to a complex institution with various missions. Among those missions is building stronger networks in

research, academic services, and cultural exchanges so as to serve the needs of communities at both the national and

International levels. Based on the Institute’s continuing and increasing global challenges, the numbers of international visiting

professor, student, and researcher exchanges are growing. As a result, today’s IEAS practices differ from those of former times,

as they have changed to meet the diverse needs of the world. To ensure the highest quality of these changes, it is important
that the Institute proceed in the direction of building an innovative collaboration model in terms of integrating academic services and culture through
knowledge sharing and research. In this way, it will become a truly integrated, knowledge-based center as well as an internationally-recognized source of
information for the East Asian region and ASEAN countries.
This collaboration model not only will better prepare the IEAS personnel for all of its international challenges, but will also help improve the stan-

dard of the IEAS quality assurance system, making it ready for national and international benchmarking in the near future. Therefore, the IEAS must play a
vital role in building both local and global community partnerships in order to achieve the Institute’s vision congruent with the policy guidelines set forth; that
is, to be an excellent and comprehensive research institute in the East Asian region. For this reason, the mission of the IEAS is as follows:

To be an excellent research center that initiates research projects in all aspects in
relation to East Asian and ASEAN countries. Such a center will be beneficial for the development of these countries;

b) To integrate academic services and cultures through research; and

c) To create networks worldwide while sharing our core value: “The power of dreaming together: connect to the IEAS, connect to Asia, and connect
to the world.”

It is hoped that the IEAS will be an integral part of this changing world of globalization, providing and sharing knowledge and values for all of those

who are interested in international collaboration and in increasing the vital connection of all the countries of the world.

Py ? Bt

Dr. Manyat Ruchiwit

Associate Professor & Director

The Institute of East Asian Studies

Under the Patronage of Her Royal Highness, Princess Mahachakri Sirindhorn
Thammasat University, Rangsit Center

Pathumthani, 12121 Thailand
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